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 FOREWORD 

 
Social Sector Research Seminar team at the Planning Commission is 
pleased to present key findings of seminars conducted during second half 
of the year 2017. Speakers from diverse backgrounds, including 
government officers with extensive experience in research, professors 
from US Universities and a researcher from an international organization 
presented research on various topics including poverty, food security, 
knowledge spillover, issues pertaining to efficiency of examination 
system, smart schools, and availability of Green and Clean Environment. 
The key points of the seminars presented are important for policy and 
planning processes. I am fortunate to be supported by two ambitious 
editors of this research seminar series: M. Ali Kemal and Haroon Sarwar. 
Both of them deserve commendation for their consistent effort, 
stimulating discussions, and bringing important issues on the discussion 
table. We are looking forward to listening from our audience and expect 
enthusiastic participation in the forthcoming research seminars.  
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Chief Economist, 

Sindh. 

        July, 2017 

 
 
 
 

INEQUALITY VERSUS INEQUITY: INSIGHT FROM 

OPPORTUNE PSLM DATASET  

Piketty’s thesis is not new; it is the age-old debate of efficiency versus equity. The former encourages 

efficient agents to steer growth process and trust government for design of redistribution programs for 

lower segments of income distribution. The process inevitably leads to adjustment process and formation 

and strengthening of poles. In contrast, the latter argues that inclusion of all segments is desirable for 

sustainable development. The presenter present two rounds of PSLM/HIES and computes two poverty 

measures for 2004-2005 and 2010-2011. 

Multidimensional poverty is the official measure of progress on the SDG 1, i.e. “No 

Poverty” and it is widely accepted as a poverty measure tool complementing 

money metric poverty. The development paradigm initiated by Mehboob-ul-Haque 

and Amartya Sen places education, health, and living conditions in input space and 

measures related with money metric poverty in output space.  

The main points are: 

• Decline in Multidimensional poverty in the two periods was 22 percent while  

  using money metric approach it declined by 29 percent. 

• Mismatch of 34% of households is observed in both the poverty measures, i.e; 34% of 

households are not MPI poor who are poor according to money metric poverty approach and 

vise versa. 

• Implementation of poverty alleviation policies with income poverty measures and 

  multidimensional poverty measures complementing each other. 

• This will not only help relevant poverty alleviation departments achieve exact 

  poverty targeting more effectively, but only improved the level of income, 

  education, health, and quality of life of the poor.



 
 
 
 

Muhammad Naveed Iftikhar,  

Ph.D. Candidate, 

University of Delaware, USA. 
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KNOWLEDGE SPILLOVER THEORY OF 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The knowledge spillover is utilization of knowledge by the agents who may not 

have invested in the knowledge creation. Knowledge spillover can contribute to 

entrepreneurship and urbanization plays important role in transferring knowledge 

stock into the entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurs transform new and unexploited 

knowledge into useful economic knowledge and result in job creation. The main 

points are: 

• Contrary to OECD countries, research and development expenditures have 

insignificant effect on entrepreneurship (firm creation) in Asian countries.  

• However, patents and tertiary education have positive effect on the firm creation. 

• Interaction of tertiary education and urbanization positively influence firm creation. 

• The number of days to register a business have insignificant impact on firm creation.  

• Enhanced share of urban population does not lead to more firm creation. 

• Credit to private sector matters for firm creation. 
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Chairman FBISE, 
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QUALITY AND STANDARDIZATION: A TWIN-DILEMMA OF 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS AT HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 

LEVEL IN PAKISTAN 

 

   Qualitative attributes of educational assessment in Pakistan has always been a 

matter of great concern. Apart from sub-standard quality of high stake 

examinations; non-standardized examination output of multiple examining bodies is 

another serious concern for employers in recruitment, universities for admission 

and policy makers. The main points are: 

• Decline in performance up to 47.42 percent is found in students during entry test 

  in relation to scores obtained in the examination of higher secondary school.   

• Lowest difference is found for those who passed their higher secondary 

  examinations from examining bodies with nation-wide jurisdiction, followed by 

  boards of Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh. 

• Degree of association in achievement of higher secondary school examination 

  and the entry test measured by correlation ranged from 0.6796 - 0.0071 points, 

  suggesting varied and relatively weaker role of examining bodies in majority of 

  cases. 



 
 
 
 

Dr. Stephen Davies 

Former Head of Department, 

Agriculture & Resource Economics, 

Colorado State University, USA. 
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REVIEW OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN PAKISTAN 

 

   Access to safe and nutritious food is recognized as a basic right in the Pakistan’s 

Constitution. Current government has committed to a food-secure and well- 

nourished population in its Vision 2025 document. He emphasized that in order to 

achieve food security in the country following legal and administrative reforms are 

required: 

• Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategies are required in the country. 

• Protection of Breastfeeding and Child Nutrition Act, Food Fortification Acts and 

  the Early Marriage Restraint Act. 

• Agricultural and related policies (National Water and Agricultural Policies, Seed 

  Amendment and Plant Breeders Rights Act).   

• Establishment of food and nutrition security surveillance system. 

• Use of media to promote breastfeeding practices. 

• Institutional and budgetary support for food fortification and WASH initiatives. 

• Increased R&D investment is required to boost livestock and crop yields. 
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Assistance Professor, 

University of Delaware, USA. 
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METHODS AND TOOLS FOR TEACHING: LEVERAGING 

TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE CLASSROOM CONTENT 
 

   As with many developing countries, even though educational access has 

increased in Pakistan since 2000, learning levels remain disturbingly low. The 

methods available to explain complex subject matter, the instructional techniques 

that teachers use, and the teachers' own content knowledge are often lacking, 

especially as students enter middle and secondary school. Her study used a 

randomized controlled trial to test a novel middle school intervention in Punjab that 

briefly trained teachers on pedagogical techniques and provided classrooms with 

video content to enhance middle school students' achievement in both 

mathematics and science. The main points are: 

• After only 4 months of exposure, the intervention increased student achievement 

in standardized math and science tests. 

• The program was at par with some of the most cost-effective technology 

programs in developing countries. 

• Presentation coveyed many lessions for smart schools project started by Ministry of Planning, 

Development and Reform, Government of Pakistan. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Muhammad Asif  

Deputy Chief, Health Section, 

Planning Commission, 

Islamabad. 

December, 2017 

 
 
 

 

A CASE STUDY OF BAGH IBN-E-QASIM, KARACHI 

 

  Dr. Asif and his team critically examined Bagh Ibne Qasim Clifton project its cost, 

execution and impact on the lives of the citizens of Karachi. The study revealed the  

controversy related to the management & control of the park, its legal and  

administrative aspects and governance related issues. He also put forward  

the strategies for restoration of the glory of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim,  

which are given as below: 

 

i. Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim attained glory when it was under control of KMC 

ii. Legal and legislative manipulations were done to take over control of 

Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim 

iii. Bagh was used for rent seeking by the private contractors  

iv. Bagh should be handed over again to KMC 

v. Necessary resources should be provided for maintenance of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


